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ong Kong will never host the Asian
Games unless it has the venues
required for the sports that
are mandatory on the Asian
Games programme. They are 

the sports of the Olympic Games. Hong 
Kong already has facilities for some of 
them, such as a velodrome, and temporary 
venues can be constructed for indoor 
sports like weightlifting and for outdoor 
sports that do not require large land areas. 
Two sports, though, require a different 
type of venue and these are rowing 
and canoeing.

Rowing requires an eight-lane, 2,000-
metre course on still, protected water with 
a minimum depth of 3.5 metres. Lanes are 
13.5 metres wide giving a course width of 
108 metres. To allow flexibility in the event 
of cross winds, six lanes only are used 
for racing. Allowing for installations at the 
start and room for crews after they cross 
the finish line, a minimum overall length of 
2,150 metres is required. Additional width 
is required to allow space for crews to 
warm up and cool down, and for a TV boat 
alongside the racing. Canoeing uses the 
same course, but with 9-metre lanes.

H These details illustrate both the scale 
of the facility and that there are very few 
locations where a course could be built. 
However, Hong Kong is fortunate to have 
the opportunity to create a course in the 
heart of the city. 

Sheltered water is a valuable resource 
for which there are competing claims. 
HKWSC recognises the need for additional 
mooring space and proposes that To Kwa 
Wan would be a suitable location for a 
marina and for a sailing centre on the 
western side of the old runway, giving 
users of both easy access to the 
central harbour area.

On the eastern side of the old 
runway, the HKWSC proposes 
the establishment of the Kai Tak 
Water Sports Centre.

 Hong Kong could expect 
to host events like the Asian Games and 
world championships only occasionally, 
but daily, throughout the year, the Water 
Sports Centre would be the venue for 
thousands of people taking part in rowing, 
canoeing, dragon boating and other sports 
and events. The surrounding areas, suitably 

landscaped, would provide opportunities 
for walking, cycling, passive recreation and 
other activities, making the entire venue 
a marine park for the enjoyment of the 
population in a way that other possible 
uses of the venue could never achieve. 

Without question, the Water Sports 
Centre would, at a stroke, achieve the 
government’s stated objective of bringing 
the harbour to the people and the people 
to the harbour. With more than two million 
people living in Kowloon, the potential for 
providing healthy, out-doors recreation and 

competitive sport to a substantial 
number of people is huge.

One more thing; the proposal 
includes a white-water canoe slalom 
and rafting facility. Canoe slalom is 
another of the compulsory sports 
in the Asian Games, but experience 

elsewhere shows that rafting is a highly 
popular and profitable activity, the revenue 
from which can substantially meet the 
Centre’s operating costs.

Hong Kong should not miss the 
opportunity to create a world-class facility 
in the heart of the city.
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