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Designing Hong Kong’s harbour

overnment planners and consultants met with water
sports representatives and marine recreation
professionals in June to discuss plans for the Wan
Chai North and North Point harbourfront area. 

A government study aims to examine how
this area can ‘promote accessibility, diversity, identity and 
vibrancy on the land and the water, and to re-connect people to 
the water edge’. The area mainly comprises newly-reclaimed 
land stretching from the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition 
Centre to the proposed waterfront open space adjacent to the 
Island Eastern Corridor.

The atmosphere was lively and the impression gained from 
those at the meetings was that the planners really wanted 
input. The consultants and government showed that they were 
prepared to make changes. The indications are that they want 
to achieve the best outcomes, but to do this they will need to 
embrace opportunities and international ideas for making the 
harbour a wonderful place for water activities, for watching 
what is happening on the water and for using the waterfront 
for the benefit of the whole community.

Sadly, only nine or 10 water sports representatives 
attended. Was this because many of these sports are 
already disillusioned by government’s past approach to such 
consultations and its apparent unwillingness to do anything but 

copy its own past practice? That would be a pity, 
as this seems to be a real opportunity to work 
together to create a harbourfront which cannot 
just ‘reconnect people to the water edge’ but 
can open up the harbourfront for water sports 
to be enjoyed by the community. Water sports’ 

input into the planning process must be an important part of 
optimal planning if the final result is to create a world class 
harbourfront for the community.

On the positive side, at the professional forum it was clear 
that the planners have taken account of many of the proposals 
submitted by external organisations, including by the Hong 
Kong Water Sports Council representing a number of water 
sports. There was significant pressure not to replicate the 
kind of waterfront seen elsewhere in the harbour and to have 
something much better.

Space is inadequate here for a full report on topics 
discussed, but there was huge support for water sports and 
recreation centred on the Wan Chai basin; a stepped sea 
wall was strongly supported; many wanted railings to be 
removed from the design generally; more shade structures 
were requested; wave mitigation to shelter the basin interior; 
moorings for visiting super-yachts; a cable ski, etc, etc.

It was emphasised that it is not just the inside of the 
Wan Chai basin that would be used. The basin should be 
a base for sports taking place in the harbour. There should 
be open areas which could be used for temporary facilities 
when major events are held and an ‘events centre’, including 
changing rooms, toilets, admin offices and facilities to provide 
support for local events and activities. The basin should be 
a community sports facility with regular ongoing activities, 
whether as sports events or other water-based activities.

G “Let’s touch the best feeling on water”
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