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The importance of sports clubs

n the last issue of this magazine we referred to the 2013
report of the Audit Commission on private recreational
leases (PRL) granted to sports clubs. The report may
have been prompted by the media campaign to review
the favourable terms on which these clubs occupy their
sites, a matter on which we will not comment here. What

we do wish to comment on is the general misunderstanding 
within the Audit Commission of the difference between 
public sports facilities operated by the government and those 
operated by clubs, differences that are fundamental to the 
reason for Hong Kong’s underperformance in world sport.

The report implies that sports clubs are now unnecessary 
because many of their facilities ‘are commonly provided by 
the public sports facilities operated by the LCSD.’ This shows 
the Audit Commission’s failure to understand that sports 
clubs are the foundation stone of competitive sport and that 
organised training and competition provided by them has been 
at the heart of sports development in Hong Kong, something 
recognised by the Home Affairs Bureau when, in 2011, it told 
Legco that sports clubs had trained up a considerable number 
of elite athletes and squads to represent Hong Kong in local 
and international competitions at various levels, and had 
provided training and competition venues to local leagues of 
different sports.

The report grudgingly admits that, ‘Although private sports 
clubs on PRL sites may still be playing a role in contributing 
to the promotion of sports development in Hong Kong, it is 
opportune for the Administration to consider whether the 

recreational purpose for which the PRL was 
granted needs revisions or refinement to cope 
with changes in the needs of the community.’ 
In other words, we probably don’t need sports 
clubs anymore. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. In fact the problem is that there are not 

enough sports clubs to meet the public need for progressive 
organized training and competition, something that is largely 
unavailable from LCSD facilities.

The attitude within the Government was demonstrated 
in the early days of the late lamented Sports Development 
Board when it was proposed that there should be sports clubs 
based at each public sports facility. When the SDB proposed 
to publish a guide to forming and running sports clubs it was 
opposed by the representatives of the former Urban and 
Regional Services Departments who did not want sports clubs 
agitating for access to facilities.

Earlier we alluded to Hong Kong’s underperformance 
in world sport, but is this criticism justified? Results at the 
Olympic Games are the universally recognised measure of 
sporting excellence. How do we compare with countries with 
similar-sized populations and economies? Let’s take Denmark 
as a benchmark, with a population of 5.5 million. Hong Kong 
began competing at the Olympic Games in 1952 and has won 
three medals. In the same period Denmark won 91 medals, 27 
of them gold. It’s all down to how sport is organised, but that 
is another story.
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