
32 Number 276 / FRAGRANT  HARBOUR

he Hong Kong Water Sports Council
was incorporated in 2013 to

provide a joint platform for the
promotion of water sports in Hong
Kong and to coordinate plans for their

development. Founding members were 
the Hong Kong Canoe Union, Hong Kong, 
China Rowing Association, Hong Kong 
China Dragon Boat Association and Hong 
Kong Sailing Federation. 

The Council’s origins date from 
1996 when the Government appointed a 
consultant to review Chapter 4 of Hong 
Kong’s Planning Standards & Guidelines. 
This is where you find such things as the 
number of basketball courts to be provided 
per head of population and, at that time, 
there was no reference to water sports. 
A submission was made to the consultant 
and the goal of developing water sports 
was duly incorporated in the revised 
Chapter 4. 

The Governor’s 1996 Policy Address 
made this commitment: “Based on the 
findings of a study completed in September 
1996, we will encourage local water sports 
by maximising the use of existing facilities 
and developing new ones.”

So far, so good, but it became apparent 
that developing water sports was not 
on the Government’s agenda and that 
the sports themselves would need to 
take the lead. The Government was not 
averse to developing water sports, it 
just did not want to take the lead. With 
Government and Jockey Club support, 
the Rowing Association was able to build 
two boathouses at Sha Tin, but more were 
needed, there and elsewhere, to meet 
the needs of a population increasingly 
interested in rowing.

Other water sports also 
needed more and better 
facilities and the need for an 
umbrella organisation to push 
for development of shared 
facilities was by now very 
apparent. By 2012 proposals to develop 
a water sports centre to international 
standards at Kai Tak, alongside the old 
airport runway, were receiving increasing 
attention and the need for a single body to 
promote this was becoming imperative. 
Without such a facility Hong Kong will be 
unable to host events such as the Asian 
Games and rowing, canoeing and dragon 
boat world championships. On 23rd April 

2013 the Council was incorporated as a 
company limited by guarantee.

The objects for which the Council 
was established include promoting water 
sports, facility provision, promoting 
cooperation between water sports 
organizations, promoting formation and 
development of clubs and managing water 
sport centres.

Any recognised water sport governing 
body may apply for membership and other 

organisations or individuals are welcome 
to apply for affiliation. The commercial 
side of boating will not be ignored and 
the need for increased mooring space 
and marina berths and associated 
support facilities is recognised. The 
Council welcomes applications for 
membership and affiliation from all who 

are interested in promoting water sports 
in Hong Kong, whether as participants, 
organisers, or as equipment and facility 
providers and hopes to provide a 
coordinating role among all these interest 
groups in relation to the Government.

 A website is under development, but 
in the meantime anyone may contact the 
Council at info.hkwsc@gmail.com.
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